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Wisconsin NATS
Board Meeting Minutes
November 3, 2016
Time and Place of Meeting. The WI NATS Board Meeting and Dinner commenced at 5:15pm
at Louise’s Restaurant in Milwaukee, WI.
List of Attendees.
1.
John Gates
2.
Melanie Cain
3.
Matthew Markham
4.
Rachel Wood
5.
Kenneth Pereira
6.
Susan Bender
7.
Nathan Krueger
8.
Jessica Timman Schwefel
9.
Rachel Edie Warrick

President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer/Membership
District Governor
Member at Large/Auditions Coordinator
Member at Large
Member at Large

Documents Introduced.
Treasurer’s Report/Budget Comparison Form (Appendix A)
Chapter Sponsorship of National Student Auditions (Appendix B)
Ad Hoc Non-Classical Committee Report (Appendix C)
Summary of the Meeting.
A.! Approval of Meeting Minutes. The September 1, 2016 Board Meeting minutes were
approved as read.
B.! Officer’s Reports.
President’s Report.
-! John Gates began by discussing the procedure for the upcoming Saturday chapter
meeting.
-! John encouraged the members of the board to send their board membership
descriptions to Rachel Wood so that she could post them to the WI NATS
website.
-! An email will be sent out in order to solicit dates for the next board meeting. It
will take place in either February or March of 2017.
Auditions Report.
-! Nathan Krueger informed the board that everything was ready to go with the
Student Auditions, including the fact that we had a designated Tally Room at
UW-Milwaukee.
-! Nathan will add a section to the Auditions Handbook that will be devoted to the
“Duties of the Host School”
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Vice President’s Report.
-! Melanie Cain discussed what she will be doing in the upcoming chapter meeting.
She will specifically inform the chapter the Discretionary Funds will have greater
flexibility.
-! We will begin accepting proposals from chapter members in January 2017. The
Members of the Board will take an on-line vote for these proposals.
Treasurer/Membership Report. *see attached reports*
-! Ken Pereira reported that we have 111 active/current members.
-! Ken will do some detective work and track down Emeritus WI NATS members.
-! John Gates will double-check with Kathy Otterson and/or Dan Johnson-Wilmot to
make sure we find out the WI Emeritus members.
-! Ken provided a budget comparison from 2012 through the projected year of 2017.
-! Susan Bender interjected by raising the issue that some chapter members might
raise the question of why the dues were increased. After a brief discussion on the
matter, John Gates reminded the Board that 75% of the chapter chose to raise the
dues. This should clarify any concern.
District Governor’s Report.
-! Susan Bender will continue to reach out to new members.
-! Susan receives a lot of feedback from various members. Such “bits and pieces”
should be discussed as a board at board meetings rather than as a chapter in
chapter meetings.
Corresponding Secretary.
-! Rachel Wood sought after clarification of her duties as Corresponding Secretary.
There is a direct relationship between the duties and positions of
Treasurer/Membership, District Governor, and Corresponding Secretary.
C.! Other Business.
-! There was a discussion about the difference between “lapsed members” vs.
“expired members.” We determined that there were four (4) categories based
upon the deadlines for membership dues: 1) active, 2) lapsed, 3) expired, and 4)
Emeritus
-! The Recording Secretary will confirm the roster of chapter members at the
upcoming luncheon and chapter meeting.
-! There was discussion regarding chapter members who paid (or did not pay) for
the luncheon. We decided to have the Treasurer stand outside of the luncheon
room with a list to confirm those members who paid or not.
-! Rachel Wood stressed the need for chapter members to keep their contact
information up-to-date for her records and correspondence.
-! John Gates will prompt discussion at the various tables at the upcoming luncheon
chapter meeting that will solicit responses, feedback, and discussion regarding the
following items: audition dates, moving from a Friday/Saturday format to a
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Saturday/Sunday format, location possibilities, the non-classical categories
(CCM). There will be table talks at the chapter meeting to discuss these matters.
Chapter sponsorship of National Student Auditions (NSA).
-! Jessica Timman Schwefel provided a proposal (*see appendices) for the
reimbursement of registration fees for students who for enter the National Student
Auditions.
-! Melanie Cain suggested that we have two separate accounts: 1) Discretionary
Funds for students, and 2) Discretionary Funds for events. Having two separate
allotments of money (discretionary funds) would clarify and simplify matters.
-! Susan Bender and Nathan Krueger would handle emails regarding the
discretionary funds for students post-student auditions.
-! Melanie Caine will still handle emails regarding the discretionary funds for
chapter events.
-! We have a combined total of $2000.00 devoted to the discretionary funds.
-! The Board unanimously decided that we would amend Jessica’s proposal to state
that only the First Place Winner would receive the honor (and option) of
reimbursement for registration fees in the NSA.
-! Melanie Cain will make this announcement at the upcoming chapter meeting.
-! An early December deadline will be posted and announced for those First Place
Winners. It is up to those students (and their teachers) to follow through with this
opportunity for reimbursement.
Dividing Auditions into Classical and Non-classical events.
-! Rachel Edie Warrick provided a report (*see appendices). The overall sentiment
was that there was not support for division. Rachel spoke to many people with
expertise in the non-classical area(s) and the consensus was that we should be
inclusive and amenable to learning opportunities for MT/CCM styles.
D.! Old Business.
None.
E.! New Business:
-! Susan Bender informed the members of the board that reimbursement for travel to
and from board meetings should be “tabled for now” and should be discussed at
the next board meeting.
-! This led to the brief discussion regarding the possibility for board members to
have their WI fee waived. To be discussed at a future meeting.
-!
F.! Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Minutes respectively submitted by:
Matthew Markham, Recording Secretary
Wisconsin Chapter – National Association of Teacher’s of Singing

!

Attached:
Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
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